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Dunfey, the pmducer,txplaincé.-the reason the time
was ripe for the topic. Writer Duncan noted the team
drew up the proposal after talking about it for roughly
adecade,and Dunfey said they knew about the buffalo
being saved from their work on “The National Parks:
America’s Best Idea.”

Theyalso knew the tale of the Dust Bowl from their
work, “an ecological, environmental morality tale,” Dun-
feysaid. That documentary told the story of the ecological
disaster humans inflicted on the plains and the exodus of
people that ensued, and Dunfey said the storyof the buf-
faloiis similar. :

She said the timing was right in part because she and
Duncan both talked about retiring, Also, to applause, she
said the buffalo story s also an ecological morality tale, but
it’s one that hasn'tended yet.

“Itspeaks to us. It speaks to, 'We can make choices to go'
inadifferent direction, to reverse that,” Dunfey said.

Theline to get into the screenin g wrapped around part
of a downtown blockin Missoula. Discover Montana puts
seating capacity at the Wilma at 850, and the theater was

for the viewing and panel discussion,

Given the location of the screening,in astate where the
animals are a topic of debate, Twiggs also asked the pan-
elists about their choice in naming the series: “Buffalo?
Bison? Bison? Buffalo?”

Burns said the filmmakers nailed down the title pretty
carly. People use the terms fairly interchangeably; he said,
butone is a scientific designation, bison, and the otheris
the application of 2 name, adesignation made by cultures
around the world.

He said the series wasnit going to parse the difference,
and the team wanted to simply make sure people weren't
uneasyaboutitin the story.

Tolaughter, Duncan, the writer, said they thoughtabout
changing the posters to “Bison Bill's Wild West”show;
and thought about how the names of cities and towns in
the U.S.would be different, such as “Bison, New York.”

“I...actually getalittle frustrated byit, to be very hon-
est,” Duncan said. ;

He said people argue buffalo aren't the same speciesas
the water buffalo or cape buffalo, for example, but he said
“prairie dogs ain’t dogs.” As a writer, he said he wants to
communicate clearly,and there’s no confission around the
identity of the animal in the itle.,

“Are they bison? Or are they buffalo? The answer is, ‘yes,’

and ‘yes,"and let’s just sleep well tonight,"Duncan said.

Sowhat happens next, after the series>

Plugging her fellow panelists, L aPier said a companion
book s also being released, “Blood Memory: The Tragic
Decline and Improbable Resurrection of the Ameri-
can Buffalo,”by Duncan and Burns. She said it offers
expanded interviews, information that couldn’t fitin the
s€ries.

Moving forward, LaPieralso said a conversation needs
to take place about restoration of bison s a free species,
notone that’s behind fences. She said tapping into knowl-
edge of Indigenous people in wildlife biology, anthropol-
ogy and other topics will be critical.

T think that we just really need to take time to allow
Indigenous people to be able to be the ones that take the
lead,”LaPier said.






